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Hi Chris and Nikki, the Monthly Hot Topic Snapshot for the week of February

13 is attached. Also attached is the review tracking spreadsheet. Please let

me know if you have any questions or if additional information is needed.

Thanks.

Britta Nelson, M.P.A., Program Analyst

National Conservation Lands (WO-410)

Bureau of Land Management
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- Approximately 13,000 acres are carried forward as ACECs  (Closed to fluid mineral leasing, Closed to

mineral material disposal, VRM Class 1, Closed to OHV travel, Exclusion for Communication site ROWs,

Avoidance area for utility and transportation corridors).

- An estimated 15,000-20,000 acres are within PHMA and/or GHMA where management actions are

already in place to provide for the protection of Greater Sage-Grouse (ROW Exclusion for Wind and

Solar, ROW Avoidance for all other, Closed to non-energy leasable minerals, Closed to salable minerals,

No new construction of recreation facilities).

- Primary considerations for forwarding wilderness characteristics units into the preferred alternative

were based on an assessment of the quality and value of the wilderness resources and manageability of

each unit.

● Carlsbad Field Office DRMP/DEIS. New Mexico.

o Director’s Brief was held on 09-27-16.  Met with NMSO and WO210 to follow-up. 

o Follow up: New Mexico is updating the briefing information related to lands with wilderness characteristics,

including specifying acreage that the office will be protecting, maintaining, and not protecting; providing more

detailed rationale for these decisions; clarifying that the entire FO was inventoried; and updating the maps to

make acreage protected/maintained/not protected more clear. Information related to WSR suitability will also

be included either verbally or in the PowerPoint presentation. 

o 02-03-17. Updated rationale provided by Carlsbad for WSR, under review.

o AD Brief held 08-18-16. Pre-brief held 08-09-16.

● Rio Puerco PRMP/FEIS. New Mexico.

o AD’s Brief TBD.

o No outstanding 410 issues. Rationale provided for lands with wilderness characteristics decisions (77%

protected, 19% impacts minimized, 4% (1,663 acres) not protected. 

▪ The 1,663 acres is separated from other wilderness characteristics acres by natural geological barriers and

has a separate access route. Area had interest from both the Wilderness Society and National Four Wheel

Drive Association. New Mexico met with both groups and reached what everyone agreed was an equitable

management approach. New Mexico received a "3 cape" award from the Wilderness Society for their

efforts.
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